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C7 1 


PSA A. 10. 


All thy Works ſhall praiſe thee, O LORD. 


and thy Saints ſball bleſs thee. 


H E Belief of a Gon and a Provi- 
dence, is the firſt Principle of Na- 
tural Religion, according to that Say- 
ing of the Apoſtle, * He that cometh 
to G o o, muſs believe that he is, and 
that be is a Rewarder of them that diligently 
feek him. And that there is ſuch a Being as we 
call Go p, is atteſted by the aniverſal Conſent 
of all Nations. There never was any People ſo 
rude and barbarous, but what profeſſed ſome 
Religion : They were naturally conſcious of a 
ſupreme Being that ſupported their Life, and 
inſpected their Behaviour; and accordingly they 
erected 'Temples, paid their Devotions, and in- 
ſtituted Prieſts and Eccleſiaſticks, for the more 
regular and orderly Performance thereof. 

I ow N, there have been in moſt Ages and 
Nations, ſome Exceptions, ſome particular Per- 
ſons, of a looſe and vicious Life, who have vented 
their ſubtle Inſinuations againſt the Belief of a Dei- 
ty ; and endeavour'd to perſwade themſelves and 
others, that there was no ſuch Being, becauſe 
their Wickedneſs had made it their Intereſt that 
there ſhould be none: Yet theſe Exceptions are 
no Proof againſt what I am arguing from ani ver- 
ſal Conſent, any more than the Appearance of a 
Two-headed Monſter cou'd prove it the Law of 


* Heb, xi. 6. 


Nature, 
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Nature, that Men ſhou'd always be born in that 
deform'd Shape. There have been ſome few 
Monſters, in all the Products of Nature; and 
probably Gop may permit theſe, to make real 
Nature appear more lovely, more worthy of its 
divine Author: For * though a Monſter, conſider' d 
disjunttively, be an imperfett Work, yet, when 
conjoin'd with the reſt of the Creation, it renders not 
tbe World imperfett, but may, in ſome Senſe, con- 
tribute to the Illuſtration of Goyp's Wiſdom, By 
the Deformity of ſuch an Exception, we diſcover 
the Excellency of the general Rule; and ſeeing 
a Want of Symmetry in the one, we learn to ad- 
mire the exact Proportion of the other. 

B u x, bleſſed be Gop ! not only the greateſt, 
but alſo the moſt learned Part of the World, has 
generally concurr'd to acknowledge, and endea- 
vour'd to demonſtrate a Providence. Thus C7 
cero, in his Book De Natur Deorum, confeſſes, 
That the Belief of a GO is couuatural to al 
Men, and engraven in their very Souls, And 
both be and Seneca intimate, That there is no 
Country ſo barbarous, ſo ſteel'd and harden'd in 
their Diſpoſition, as to diſown that there is a 
Go p, though ſome of them be ignorant what 
this Go p ſhould be. I know ſeveral + learned 
Men diſſent from Cicero, as to his Notion of con- 
natural Knowledge : They think that the Soul is 
like a fair {ſmooth Table, without any actual 
Characters of Knowledge upon it; and that it re- 
ceives its firſt Apprehenſions of Things by Senſe, 
which are ſucceſſively improved by Inſtruction, 
and rational Collections. But I mention theſe 
Sayings of that learned Heathen, only to ſhew 
how firm he was in the Belief of a Go p himſelf, 


* Malbranch's Search after Truth, B. II. p. 58. Þ Pearſon 
on the Creed, 


and 
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and that the Generality of all Nations concurr'd 
in it. Some few learned Men have appeared for 
a while in the Cauſe of Atheiſm, but very few 
of them died ſo; and, 1 believe, I may venture 
to affirm concerning the * greateſt Genius's of 
our own Nation, that the moſt accurate Rea- 
ſoners, and the beſt Philoſophers, and many of 
them Lay-men too, have been ſubſtantial Advo- 
cates in the Cauſe of Religion. 

UNIVERSAL Conſent is a ſtrong and con- 
cluding Proof of Gop's Exiſtence ; and many 
more demonſtrative Arguments may be uſed to 
ſupport this Belief : But that Sort of Proof which 
I ſhall now infiſt moſt upon, as moſt agreeable 
to the End of our preſent Meeting, ſhall be ga- 
thered from thoſe Yorks of GO D, whereby he 
is ſeen, as the Apoſtle ſays, in the Glaſs of the 
Creation, and from which the Pſalmiſt infers a 
Neceſſity of our grateful Acknowledgments. 

ALL thy Works ſhall praiſe thee, O Loro, 
and thy Saints ſhall bleſs thee. 

I x treating upon which Words, I ſhall endea- 
vour to ſhew, 

Firſt, Tu 4 T thoſe Works, which we call the 
Works of Nature, and which derive their Origi- 
nal from Gop, are wiſely calculated to celebrate 
their Maker's Praiſe. 

Secondly, THA tT the Saints, thoſe good Peo- 
ple, who love to contemplate Go in theſe Works, 
will be inclined to ble/s bim, and be ibankful for 
them. 

AN p here I have contrived myſelf a very co- 
pious Subject to expatiate upon: A Subject, which, 
had there been Time enough allowed me to do 
it Juſtice, wou'd have open'd a large Scene of 


id. Preface to Mr. Addiſon's Defence of the Chriſtian 
Revelation. 
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Contemplation ; and might, perhaps, have con- 
tributed ſomething both to the Pleaſure and Ad- 
vantage of the Auditors. Burt, alas! who is ſuf- 
ficient for theſe 'Things? Who can treat of the 
great Gon of Heaven, and diſplay his wonderful 
Horks, without ſhewing the Diſproportion of his 
Endeavours to the Importance of the Subject, - 
and plainly betraying his own Weakneſs? And 
yet the Conſideration of our own Inabilities 
ſhou'd never deter us from doing our Duty, as 
well as we can; for a defective Judgment is eaſily 
pardon'd, where there is no Reaſon to ſuſpect 
the Sincerity of our Intentions. 
I 5H ALL hope for a candid Attention, there- 
fore, whilſt I am diſpatching the Baſineſs 1 have 
undertaken, And, | 
Firſt, I Au to ſhew, That thoſe Works, which 
we call the Works of Nature, and which derive 
their Original from Go p, are wiſely calculated to 
celebrate their Maker's Praiſe. | 
ST. Paul, deſigning to prove that the Exiſtence 
of Gop is diſcernable by the Light of Nature, 
tells us, * That the inviſible Things of him from 
the Creation of the World are clearly ſeen, being 
underſiood by the Things that are made; even 
bis eternal Power and Godbead; ſo that they are 
without Excuſe, 'That is, the divine Eſſence and 
Perſections, which are of themſelves inviſible, 
may be plainly enough diſcern'd, by contempla- 
ting the Works of Creation; and they who neg- 
le&t ſuch demonſtrative and obvious Proof, are 
altogether inexcuſable. Indeed the Wiſdom and 
Power of Gop are very apparent from a gene- 
ral View of the World : There is that inimitable 
Beauty, that exact Harmony, and that great Va- 
riety of 'Things, uſeful and ornamental in its 
* Rom. i. 20, 


Compoſure, 
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Compoſure, beſides the happy Concurrence of 
all its Parts for the Service of Man, that no Dull- 
neſs and Stupidity can be groſs enough to hinder 
us from ſeeing it to be the Effect of great Wil- 
dom and Council, and far ſuperior to any human 
Contrivance. Do but obſerve the meaneſt and 
moſt contemptible of all theſe Works, even an 
Ant or a Fly, and you'll there ſee more Unifor- 
mity and Proportion, more Skill and Contrivance, 
than in the compleateſt Performance of an exqui- 
fite Artiſt, 'The nearer you view the former, the 
more wonderful and ſurpriſing does their Structure 
appear; but the other, like Pictures, mult be ſeen 
at a Diſtance, or their comparative Deformity will 
be readily obſerved. * 

ALL thy Works /b# praiſe ther, ſays the P/al- 
miſt: There is no Deficiency in any of them, but 
every thing exactly performs the Law of its Crea- 
tion. But the Perfections of Gop will be bet- 
ter diſplayed by a particular View of his Forks: 
And, in all this Variety, we cannot lay our Hand 
upon any ſingle Creature, whoſe curious Com- 
poſition does not evidently demonſtrate the Al- 
mighty Author of its Being. Shou'd we turn our 
Thoughts upon our/e/ves, the moſt exquiſite Part 
of the viſible World, how legible are here the 
Characters of Omnipotence! How readily do we 
diſcover, that we are the Work of Gop's Hand! 
There is not any Part about us, nor any Proper- 
ty belonging to us, but what gives ſufficient Evi- 
dence to this Truth. So ſtrong and irreſiſtable is 
the Conviction that ariſeth from a ſerious Obſer- 
vation of the human Structure, that the great 
Phyſician * Galen was thereby fully perſwaded of 
GOD 's Exiſtence; and, tho' he wanted many 
demonſtrative Arguments, which the modern Diſ- 

* Tillotſen's Sermons. Clark's Attributes. : 
| B 2 coyeries 
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coveries in Anatomy and Phyſick have furniſh'd 


us with, yet ſaw he Proof enough of Gop's Wiſ- 


.dom and Power, and he joyfully exerted himſelf 


in a Hymn to his Creator's Praiſe. 'The wonder- 
ful Formation of Man, with the Advantage af an 
erect comely Poſture; that valuable Endowment 
of Reaſon, and the ſurprizing Manner of the 
Soul's Operation, theſe ſhew the Hand of an all- 
wiſe and powerful Maker, as one expreſſes it, 
with the Evidence of a thouſand Demonſtrations. 
That ſingle Affair of the Circulation of the Blood, 
ſeems to carry in it Conviction enough to beat 
down the ſtrongeſt Arguments that it is in the 
Power of Atheiſm to produce. What an incre— 
dible Force is communicated to the Blood by 
that diminutive Engine the Heart? A Force, 
which, if I miſtake not, is computed by that 
fam'd Mathematician Borelli, to be much greater 
than is required to ſurmount the Reſiſtance ,of 
ſome thouſand Pounds Weight. With what won- 
derful Celerity, and withal what remarkable Si- 
lence, is the Action perform'd? A Motion quite 
involuntary, and yet abſolutely eſſential to the 
Animal Life; a Motion continued, ſometimes, 
for ſeventy or eighty Years, yet without any Pain 
or Wearineſs to the Parts concern'd. Who then 
can take a ſerious View of this artful Microcoſm, 
the Body we carry about us, ſo admirably con- 
trivd in all its conſtituent Parts, and not be 
ready to acknowledge, with a certain great Au— 
thor, That the Exiſtence of Gon is ſo far from be- 
ing a Thing that wants to be proved, that it is 
tbe only Thing of whic' we are certain. | 

Bur we ſhall not have Leiſure to purſue this 
copious Subject : 'The Body of Man is, in all 
Reſpects ſo wonderful, that there are few Parts 


of it which the Learned have not favour'd with 


ſeparate 
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ſeparate Treatiſes, as to their particular Excel- 
lence and Uſe. Let us proceed, therefore, to ob- 
ſerve ſome other Parts of the Creation, wherein 
the ſtrong Lines of Providence muſt needs attract 
the Eyes of every attentive Beholder. 


Wurd the inſpired King of [/rae/, moved 


with holy Raptures, was deſirous to ſet forth the 


Excellency of his Creator, he reſolves to conſider 
the Heavens, the Work of God's Fingers, the Moon 
and the Stars which he hath ordain'd. And tru- 
ly, if an unfortunate Atheiſt wou'd but lay aſide 
his Prejudices, and allow himſelf the Uſe of his 
Reaſon, one wou'd think there ſhou'd be nothin 
more needful to convince him of the Being of a 
Gop, than a thoughtful Contemplation of theſe 
luminous Bodies. Can a rational Creature look 
up towards Heaven, and view that large immen- 
ſurable Space, wherein theſe prodigious Lights are 
fixed, and not diſcover the Almighty Hand that 
made it, the infinite Wiſdom that ſupports it? 
Is it poſſible he can think any created Being ca- 
pable of performing ſo ſtupendious a Work ? No; 
it wou'd be a ſenſeleſs daring Thought ; he will 
be forced to acknowledge, that the Heavens declare 
the Glory of Gop, and the Firmament ſheweth bis 
Handy-Work. | 

Li6cnrT was abſolutely neceſſary for the Viſion 
and Enjoyment of all other created Things: Bur 
what, leſs than Omnipotence, cou'd have con- 
trived a continued Light, for the Service of the 
whole World? Now, to this Purpoſe, the Au- 
thor of Nature has given us an immenſe Globe of 
Fire, the Sun; fix'd it in a convenient Situation, 
that it ſhall neither dazzle our Eyes, nor ſcorch 
our Limbs ; but, by its moderate Influences, en- 
lighten the World, and make it habitable ; that ir 
ſhall diſpel thoſe infecticus Miſts that wou'd en- 


danger 
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danger our Life and Health, and by its enliven- 
ing Warmth nouriſh the Ground, to make it pro- 


ductive of various Trees and Plants, for our con- 


ſtant Food and Support. So ſenſible were the an- 
cient Heathens of the Sun's happy Influences, 
that they paid divine Honours to it, inſtead of its 
Almighty Author; and thought that a Being ſo 
vaſtly uſeful, ſo very lovely to behold, cou'd 
hardly be leſs than a Gop. This was indeed a 
wild miſtaken Notion ; and yet it muſt be own'd, 
that of all the Creatures Gop hath made, there 
is nothing more deſervedly admired than the glo- 
rious Sun. But ſtill, were not the mighty Hand 
of Providence concern'd in the Regulation of 
this vaſt Fire-Ball, did he not carefully preſerve 
it in its intended Poſition, and give it the 
Bounds, which it ſhou'd not paſs, how ſoon 
wou'd the whole World ſuffer a dreadful Confla- 
gration? 

Tux vaſt Magnitude of this wonderful Phæ- 
0menon gives no {mall Teſtimony to the immenſe 
Wiſdom, and unlimited Power of its Almighty 
Creator. For the Body of the Sun, tho* by rea- 
ſon of its great Diſtance, it ſeem ſo ſmall, is al- 
lowed by the moſt judicious Aſtronomers to be, 
at leaſt, an hundred thouſand times as big as the 
Earth: A Calculation much lower than that of 
the learned Sir Jaac Newton, whoſe Authority, 
in theſe Caſes, is rarely queſtion'd. 1 know this 
Sort of Proof will ſeem prepoſterous to Perſons 
entirely unacquainted with Aſtronomy, and will 
ſcarcely obtain Credit in ſuch Hands; but it will 
readily appear, to thoſe who are tolerably well- 
skill'd in this Science, by due Obſervations on the 
Angle of the Sun's Parallax, and by the Eclipſes, 
that its ſuperior Magnitude is Matter of Fact. 
And now, what can be more proper to Roy 
; | : tae 
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the infinite Perfections of & do, than this parti- 
ö cular York? We all know, that nothing in Na- 
ture operates with greater Fury than the Element 
of Fire: We are as well aſſured, that the Sun, 
having all the known Properties of Fire, by com- 
| municating Light and Heat, at ſo vaſt a Diſtance, 
4 muſt be of the Nature of Fire itſelf: It is ob- 
ſerved alſo, with great Certainty, that this pro- 
digious Maſs of Fire is very ſwift and conſtant in | 
its Motion; whereby its inflamed Particles, were | 
they not reſtrain'd by Omnipotence, wou'd be fo 
violently emitted as to ſet Fire to the Univerſe 
immediately. And can any one be ſo void of 
Reaſon as to diſown a Providence in this Affair? 
Alas! were that preſerving Power withdrawn, 
the World, and all its Inhabitants, wou'd be re- 
duced to Aſhes in a ſmall Compaſs of Time. 
| ANOTHER of GoD's Works, which demands 
our next Obſervation and Enquiry, is that beau- 
tiful Luminary the Moon: For, tho* this be con- 
ſiderably leſs than moſt of the heavenly Bodies, 
and only appears larger to us, by reaſon of its 
Nearneſs to the Earth, yet are its Uſe and Ser- 
vices extraordinary, and the Divinity of its Au- 
thor is viſible therein. Is not the Wiſdom of 
Gop ſufficiently declared in this, that when the 
Fun leaves our Horizon, and ſets, as we call it, 
the Moon. is appointed to ſupply its uſeful Place, 
at certain Seaſons; and to moderate that Dark- 
neſs, which, were it conſtant on the Return of 
each Evening, wou'd be very troubleſome and in- 
convenient to us. Judicial Aſtrologers have en- 
deavour'd to prove, that the celeſtial Bodies have 
particular Influences on the Bodies of Men, and 
other Animals: But this, I confeſs, is a Specula- 
* tion much beyond the Reach of my own Capaci- 
ties; and I do not find that the Pretenders to this 


Art 


| 
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Art are abſolutely determin'd and agreed, as tö 


the Particulars of it, themſelves. Burt, I think, 


all the modern Philoſophers concur in this, that 
the Tides of the Sea do ſo conſtantly and regular- 
ly conform to the periodical Courſes of the Moor, 
that there is a ſtrong Suſpicion, at leaſt, of their 
being cauſed and govern'd by that Planer, And 
of what great Uſe theſe Tides are, not only in the 
Affair of Navigation, but to prevent a Stagnation 
in the Sea, and to preſerve the Life of its Inha- 
bitants, is obſervable enough to a very moderate 
Capacity. 

Bisxoe Wilkins has favour'd the Curious 
with an ingenious Treatiſe upon this Subject. 
Amongſt many other Particulars, he endeavours 
to prove, from the Concurrence of ſeveral ancient 


Authors, and by various Arguments of his own, 


that the Creator of the Univerſe has carefully 


adapted the Moon, and this Earth, for mutual 


Services, and to be conſtant Help-Mates to each 
other; that as the Moon is particularly ſerviceable 
to this Earth, by reflecting the Sun's Rays to en- 


lighten it at convenient Seaſons, ſo the Earth 


does the ſame good Offices for, and is in the Na- 
ture of a Moon, to the ſuppoſed Inhabitants of 
that Orb. *Tis true, theſe Arguments are chief- 
ly conjectural ; but he introduces Pythagoras, 
Plato and Plutarch, and ſome other good Wri- 


ters, of a more modern Date, as Keplar, Galilzus, 


&c. who all eſpouſed the ſame Notions. Indeed 
ſome of the beſt Authors of our own Times, have 


been inclined to believe what Biſhop Milkius chief- 


ly contends for, that the Moor is an inhabited 
World, and that it anſwers the Ends aforemention'd. 
Bu T farther, there are ſeveral other known 


Uſes and Properties of this beautiful Planet, too 
material to be ſilently paſs'd by. When our om- 


nipotent 


* 
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nĩipotent Creator had appointed theſe neceſſary 
Lights in the Firmament of Heaven, he thought 
fit to declare thus much concerning them: That 
they ſhou'd * divide the Day from the Night ; 
that they ſhow'd be for Signs, and for Seaſons, and 
for Days, and Tears. And how much the Moor, 
not only by its monthly Revolutions, but alſo by 
its frequent Eclipſes, contributes to our better 
meaſuring of Time, and rectifying the Miſtakes in 
Chronology, Mr. Bedford, I think, has, with 
much Pains and great Exactneſs, lately ſhewy, 
The Advantages we have from Her nocturnal 
Light, are viſible to every one: By the Help of 
This we can protract the Day at Pleaſure; can 
diſpatch our extraordinary Buſineſſes with great 
Facility, and tranſact many Affairs of conſidera- 
ble Moment, which the Compaſs of one Day 
might be inſufficient for. And further, it muſt 
be owing to a peculiar Deſignation of Providence, 
that this nocturnal Light, theſe Rays of the Sun, 
reflected on our Globe by the Moon, are diveſted 
of all Heat, have not the leaſt perceptible Degree 
of Warmth belonging to them: So that the thir- 
ſty Ground is now refreſhed by thoſe gentle Dews, 
which diſtil in the Night; the Air grows cooler 
and freſher, and every thing on Earth is prepared 
to receive Benefit and Improvement by the re- 
turning Sun. Now its plain, that the Good of 
Mankind was deſign'd by Gop in this prudent 
Appointment; for were the Sun's Rays reflect- 
ed to us with Heat in the Night, the warmer 
Climates wou'd ſoon be burn'd up and deſtroy- 
ed, and their miſerable Inhabitants muſt quickly 
eriſh. 
: Laſtly, Tnx vaſt Number of theſe celeſtial 


Lamps does plainly demonſtrate the unlimited Ex- 


F' Gen. i. 14, 
CG tent 


18 The Perfettions of GOD 


tent of the Creator's Skill. Their Number is, 
to us, moſt certainly infinite: 'Their Nature, Mag- 
nitude and Motions, have been variouſly de- 
ſcribed by philoſophical Enquirers, and ſeveral 
very probable Conjectures concerning them, have 
been learnedly advanced: But the Power of giving 
a certain and unexceptionable Account of theſe 
wonderful Forks, muſt be reſerved as a Secret in 
the Breaſt of that all- wiſe Being, who alone telleth 
the Number of the Stars, and calleth them all by 
their Names. And now, to finiſh our Contempla- 
tion of theſe heavenly Bodies, who can behold 
the beautiful Canopy above us, adorn'd with an 
innumerable Company of glittering Srars, of an 
immenſe Magnitude, all performing their ap- 
pointed Courſes with wonderful Regularity and 
Order, and continuing to do fo for ſeveral thou- 
ſands of Years, and not adore the Almighty Ope- 
rator, who gave them Being, and preſcribed the 
Laws, by which they conſtantly act? If we ſee 
a handſome well-moving Clock, or an artful Ex- 
gine, exactly performing the Uſes which they 
ſeem deſign'd for, is it not natural for us to con- 
clude that ſome skiiful Artiſt has given them the 
Perfection they appear in? Can we be ſo abſurd 
as to imagine they were form'd by Chance, or 
that they made themſelves? And when we conſider 
the ſurprizing Machine above us, the Variety, the 
Order, the Uſefulneſs of its ſeveral Parts, and the 
beautiful Uniformity of the Whole, ſhall we not, 
with equal Certainty, diſcover that infinite Mind, 
by which it was contrived, the almighty Power 


whereby it was created, and the immenſe Wiſ- 


dom that daily preſerves and ſupports it ? Sure- 
ly it will be allow'd, that theſe particular Yorks 
are wiſely calculated to celebrate their Maker's 


Praiſe. 
AND 
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Ap if, from viewing theſe wonderful Phæno- 
mena, we turn our Eyes down to the Earth, 
which the Author of Nature has deſign'd for our 
preſent Abode, we ſhall find Reaſon to acknow- 
ledge with Solomon, That the Lord, by Wiſdom, 
hath founded the Earth, as, by Underſtauding be 
hath eſtabliſhed the Heavens. And l cannot think 
it poſſible there ſhou'd be any ſuch thing as an 
Atheiſt in the World, if thoſe unfortunate Peo- 
ple, who are inclined to be diffident, wou'd ſuf- 
fer their Reaſon to rule them in this, as well as 
their other Enquiries; if they wou'd not reſo- 
lutely withſtand the Convictions that ſuch fair 
Scrutinies naturally produce, nor help the Enemy 
of Souls to delude them into a Disbelief of Gon 
and a Providence. 

Lr the Atheiſt conſider, how the ſame Earth 
brings forth various and almoſt innumerable Sorts 
of Graſs, Herbs, and Plants; whereby Millions 
of living Creatures are nouriſhed and preſerved, 
without the leaſt Help of Art: That theſe ſeve- 
ral Sorts of Food are wiſely adapted to the differ- 
ent Natures of thoſe Creatures intended to feed 
upon them; and that there is not any one Ani- 
mal bred in the World, but what has proper 
Nouriſhment provided for it, as ſoon as ever it 
takes Birth. Let him conſider further, that fince/ 
Mankind is not conveniently fed by the common 
and natural Productions of the Ground, there- 
fore the Earth is endow'd with a Capacity of 
producing Corn, Pulſe, and other uſeful Things, 
according to the different Application of the in- 
duſtrious Husbandman ; 'That, becauſe common 
Graſs is not, of itſelf, an agreeable Food for Man, 
the principal Part of the viſible Creation ; there- 


fore, being eaten by various Kinds of Beaſts, and 


{o converted into their own Subſtance, it becomes 
| | C 2 an 
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an uſeful and delicate Repaſt for the Children of 
Men ; and thus they are provided for to the End 
of the World. Can the miſerable Atheiſt be ſo 
unfortunately blind, as not to diſcern the Wiſ- 
dom and Providence of Gop herein, who ſo or- 
ders 'Things for us, that all Sheep and Oxen, and 
thoſe other Beaſts of the Field, which are taken 
by Man for Food, become (as an * Author ob- 
ſerves) /ike ſo many living Kitchens full of whole- 
ſome and delightful Meat © 
WuHar prodigious Variety does Nature here 
afford us? The Meadows, which, by their beau- 
tiful Verdure, yield a pleaſing Proſpect to the 
Eye, adminiſter voluntary Entertainments for the 
hungry Beaſts : The plowed Lands, warm'd by 
the Sun's indulgent Rays, meliorated and improved 
by znceſſant Labours, and favour'd with the Ble/- 
ſings of Heaven, bear frequent Crops of uſeful 
Grain; and ſtand ſo thick with Corn, that the 
Owners thereof, tranſported with the promiſing 
and delightful Scene, muſt laugb and ſing. The 
Trees raiſe their lofty Heads, and ſpire towards 
the Author of their Being; but, when ſufficient- 
ly grown, they patiently ſubmit to the Stroke, 
and ſurrender their maſſy Bodies for various Uſes : 
They help to form us convenient Habitations on 
the Land, convey us to foreign Parts by Sea, 
and are, in ſeveral other Reſpects, very commo- 
dious. Look into the Gardens, and you there 
behold a vaſt Number of Herbs and Plants wonder- 
fully fitted to the Conveniencies of Men, both in 
Health and Sickneſs : Inſomuch that many Wri- 
ters are of Opinion, there is ſcarce any Diſtemper 
incident to Mankind, but Nature has provided a 
Remedy for it, if the Virtues of Things were 
thoroughly known. And I remember Mr. Ray 
| * Dr, Nieuuentyt. 
quotes 
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quotes one Solenander, who aſſerts pretty confi- 
dently, That, from the Frequency of Plants which 
ſprung up naturally in any Region, he cou'd eaſily 
gather what epidemical Diſeaſes the Inhabitants 
of that Country were ſubject to. And has not the 
Author of Nature given us a plain Teſtimony of 
his immenſe Wiſdom in this Diſpenſation, in that 
theſe particular Works are ſo viſibly adapted to 
the Exigencies and Conveniencies of the Sons of 
Men? When 1 fee a curious Lock and Key, 
made with all the Art and Skill that ſuch Things 
are capable of, exactly fitting one another, and 
anſwering the Purpoſes for which they were plain- 
ly deſign'd, I ſhou'd as ſoon conclude, that theſe 
Utenſils were form'd by Chance, and without the 
Privity of a Workman, as I cou'd be brought to 
believe, that the Graſs and Corn, Trees and Plants, 
and other uſeful Creatures, ſo remarkably ſuited 
to the Neceſſities of Men, did originally produce 
themſelves, or had their primary Exiſtence with- 
out the Help of Almighty Wiſdom. 

I Have been inform'd, that there are ſome 
very accurate Obſervations on this Species of 
Gopr's Horks, made by * Dr. Grew, + Mr. Hales, 
Malpighi, and other foreign Authors. 'Theſe in- 
deed 1 have not been ſo happy as to get a Sight 
of, but dare venture to recommend them from 
the Character of thoſe I have converſed with. 
The Religious Philoſophy of Dr. Nieuwentyt, with 
his incomparable Concluſions ; the judicious Ob- 
ſervations of Mr. Ray, and the Phyſico-Theology 
of Mr. Derham ; theſe, tho' very conciſe in the 
Points wherein I am now engaged, contain Facts, 
and Arguments grounded upon thoſe Facts, which 
nothing but a wilful Blindneſs can ever with- 
ſtand. 

* Anatomy of Plants. . Author of the Vegetable Statics, 

THERE 
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TuERAE are ſeveral Curioſities in the Anatomy 

of Plants, evidently ſetting forth the great Crea- 
tor's Wiſdom, which cannot very well be de- 
ſcribed by Words, without the Aſſiſtance of ſuch 
explanatory Draughts as moſt Philoſophers have 
made uſe of for this Purpoſe. But there are a 
few plain Obſervations I wou'd beg leave to lay 
before you, in as brief a Manner as poſſible, that 
I may not ſwell this Diſcourſe to a diſagreeable 
Length, or hinder you of the Enjoyment you may 
propoſe in each other's Converſation. 

_ Ir is allow'd, I think, by all Searchers into 
the Nature of Vegetables, that there is in every 
Seed, how ſmall ſo ever, an involved Stamen of 
the future Plant Its Parts are diſtinct in the 
Embryo (as I may call it ) but in ſome Seeds fo 
very ſmall, that there will be need of the beſt 
Glafles to make them viſible: So vaſtly ſimall, 
ſays Mr. Ray, and ſo cloſely complicated and fold- 
ed together, that one cannot believe it to be done by 
Matter, however moved by any Laws or Rules 
imaginable. And is any one ſo blind, as not to 
diſcern the Wiſdom of Providence in theſe won- 
derful Yorks 5 Cou'd the moſt curious Artiſt in 
the World, or even all their wiſe Heads put to- 
gether, pretend to imitate this little diminutive 
tamen? No; vain are all Attempts of this Kind: 
Alas! *tis as much as they can do, to ſee the ex- 
act and orderly Poſition of its minute Parts, when 
Nature has already made it to their Hands. Ihe 
Almighty Contriver's Wiſdom is diſcoverable in 
every Plant, and in all the Parts of it. The 
Roots are admirably fix'd, both for keeping it 
ſteady to its native Element, and for extracting 
proper Nouriſhment. Its artful Stalk, like the 
Legs of Animals, is generally compact and ſtrong, 
but withal of a pliable elaſtick Nature, that it 
| may 
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may better withſtand the Violence of Wind, and 
more eaſily recover any accidental Bruiſes. And 
here ſeems to be a particular Providence in the 
Divine Creator, that thoſe Plants, which have not 
ſuch a Firmneſs of Parts, as to be able to keep 
an erect Poſture, are endowed with a Faculty of 
twiſting themſelves about the 'Trees, Hedges, or 
Poles, that ſtand contiguous to them; and, by 
this Means, are excellently well fitted to ſupport 
that vaſt Load of Fruit which ſometimes han 

upon them. Accordingly it is obſervable, that 
the Vine has a long ſlender Branch, commonly 
call'd a Claſper, growing on its 2 whereby 
Nature prompts it to tie itſelf to ſome neighbour- 
ing Standard, on which it may ſecurely reſt its 
impotent Trunk. To this we may add a Con- 
ſideration of. the Ivy; which generally takes the 
Advantage of a decaying Wall or moſſy Tree, to 
bear up its very long and feeble Body. Obſerve 
thoſe little Roots or Sprouts, ſhooting out of its 
Sides; which, having a clammy, glutinous Moi- 
ſture in them, do thereby faſten themſelves ſo firm- 
ly to their Supporter, that they readily bear a vaſt 
Appearance of Leaves and Branches, and you 
muſt cut the Stems before you can diſengage 
them from their Hold, And is not this the Ef- 
fect of great Wiſdom and Foreſight ? Can any 
one perſwade himſelf, that theſe neceſſary Con- 


+ veniencies happen by Chance? As well might he 


affirm, that the well-order'd Pillars, by which this 
ſtately Fabrick is upheld, were entirely acciden- 
tal; or that they were here fix*d without the Skill 
and Contrivance of an artful Projector. | 
AND if, from viewing the Structure and Con- 
trivance of theſe ſurprizing Vegetables, we paſs to 


their Uſes and Ends, we ſhall readily be convinced, 


not only of their divine Original, but that a great 
and 
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and principal Regard was had to the Service and 
Advantage of that favourite Creature Man. What 
a plentiful Proviſion has the ſtupendious Contri- 
ver of all Things made for us under that Article 
we call Grain ! one Kind whereof, if prudently 
managed and moderately enjoy'd (beſides conſi- 
derable Quantities uſed in Bread) makes a moſt 
delightful refreſhing Liquor, ſufficient for the Ser- 
vice of the whole Kingdom. And fo very fruit- 
ful and prolifick is this Sort of Corn, that i know 
| I ſhall be juſtified by ſeveral Perſons in the Con- 
gregation, when I obſerve to you, that a certain 
Quantity of Barley, ſown near this Town, not 
| many Years ago, did produce within a Trifle of a 
fifty-fold Increaſe, in one Seaſon. If to this we 
join that incomparable Grain we call V heat, of 
which the generous Benefactor to Mankind has 
given us ſuch vaſt Plenty, ſurely we ſhall find 
great Matter of Wonder and Praiſe for theſe libe- 
ral Favours, that have a plain Tendency to 
ſtrengthen Man's Heart. The vaſt Fertility of this 
uſeful Erain has been the Admiration of ſeveral 
Authors ; but that curious Naturaliſt Pliny was 
very particular in his Obſervations of it, and gives 
a ſurprizing Account of its extraordinary Pro- 
duce. He tells you, that in the champian Coun- 
try of Africa, the annual Increaſe of Meat wou'd 
be an hundred and fifty Fold; treble the Quantity 
to what I mention'd juſt now concerning Barley ; 
and attempts to prove, from the Records of the 
Empire, that an almoſt incredible Number of 
Stalks, proceeding from one Grain, were preſented 
to the Emperors, Auguſtus and Nero, from that 
uarter. 'To which Plenty Horace alludes in his 
firſt Ode : And indeed ſuch large Crops have been 
reaped about Libya, in the northern Parts of that 


fruitful Country, as have occaſion'd it to be 
27s | ſtiled, 
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ſtiled, one of the Granaries of Italy. And, to 
the Remarks of theſe Authors, I wou'd beg Leave 
to add that Obſervation of Mr. Ray concerning 
this Grain, He ſays, 'That © Wheat (to which 
every one gives the Preference for Bread) is 
© naturally patient of extream Heat, and extream 
Cold, growing and bringing its Seed to Matu- 
© rity not only in temperate Countries, but alſo, 
on the one Hand, in the cold and northern; 
& as Scotland, Denmark,. &c, on the other, in 
© the hotteſt and moſt ſoutherly, as Egypt, Gui- 
© ea, Madagaſcar, and the Eaſt-Indies, ſcarce 
© refuſing any Climate.” What a Specimen is 
here of the impartial Bounty of Providence, who 
makes Things generally uſeful, the moſt hardy 
and moſt prolifick! A great many Plants will 
thrive and come to Perfection only in ſome par- 
ticular Climates; but * Corn, /o neceſſary for al 
the Inhabitants of the Earth, is fitted to grow and 
feed, as a free Deniſon, all over the World. 

Fou a Conſideration of Go p 's Providence 
in the Plenty and Uſefulneſs of Cory, we may 
proceed to view his Wiſdom and Benignity, in 
the Services of ſome other 'Things he has given 
us of the vegetable Kind, Mr. Derham takes No- 
tice, © that in ſome hot Countries, very ſub- 
<6 jet to Drought, there are certain /arge-leaved 
e Plants, which contain not only Moiſture enough 


* © to ſupply their own Vegetation, but afford 


Drink alſo, both to Man and other Animals, 
ce in their great Extremity. One of theſe is ac- 
curately deſcribed by Sir Hans Sloane, in the 
Philoſophical Tranſaftions : He calls it the #7/d 
Pine; and tells you, © that as ſoon as it begins 
© to ſprout, tho* it be on the under Side of a 


© Bough, its Stalks and Leaves riſe perpendicular 


* Coſmologia Sacra, 
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© or ſtrait up; that they are form'd in the Na- 
© ture of a Ciſtern, with concave hollow Sides, 
very capacious ; in which (according to Dam- 
% pier's Account) will frequently be contain'd a a 
© Pint and Half, or a Quart of Rain-Water. 
This refreſhes the Leaves, and nouriſhes the 
© Roots, and is of prodigious Service to the thir- 
© ſty Inhabitants of that warm Climate.” To 
this we may add the celebrated Virtues of the Cor- 
tex or Peruvian Bark, of ſuch known Uſe in 
Agnes and intermitting Fevers, and whereof fo 
many learned Pens have given very liberal En- 
comiums. It has been call'd an Antidote ſent 
from Heaven for the Cure of many Grievances in 
human Life. A Medicine made by Gop for the 
Health of Nations: And *tis affirm'd, that This 
Cif any 'Tree in the World deſerves that Appel 
lation) may be juſtly ſtiled the Tree of Life. And, 
concerning its peculiar Virtues, an * eminent Au- 
thor aſſures us, at the Cortex, adminiſter'd be- 
tween the Paroxy/ms of an Ague or intermitting Fe- 
ver, produces the deſign'd Effect, better than any 
other Medicine of the ſame Intention, in the Ratio 
of three hundred ſixty-five to one. Several other 
Authors have given their Teſtimony in Favour 
of this divine Bleſſing ; but our own Experience 
of its extraordinary Virtues may demonſtrate the 
great Goodneſs of Gop in its happy Production. 

THe laſt Thing 1 ſhall now mention, as pro- 
per to diſplay the Perſectious of our wiſe Creator, 
and which the End of our Meeting obliges me to 
take Notice of, is the delightful Curioſity of 
Flowers. And, becauſe the vaſt Aﬀuence of 
Matter has made me too tedious in the foregoing 
Obſervations, I ſhall be very conciſe in this, that I 
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may have Leaſure to make one or two Remarks, 
which neceſſarily fall under the ſecond Head. 
AN p that this Part of the Creation owes its 
Original to Go p, is diſcernable by their beauti- 
ful Make and curious Compoſition. , Thoſe who 
have nicely enquired into the Yorks of Nature, 
obſerve, that if you view their minute Parts by 
the Help of a Microſcope, they appear more ad- 
mirably beautiful than in a Proſpect from the 
naked Eye. Look on a Carnation, or Tulip, or 
an Auricula, with one of theſe Glaſſes, and you 
diſcover exact Harmony, raviſhing Colour, and 
an inimitable Fineneſs in the Texture of their 
Parts: But take a Pzece of Art, adorn'd with all 
the Exactneſs and Skill that human Nature is ca- 
pable of giving it, and here 1 have obſerved my- 
ſelf, that the beſt poliſh'd Steel looks like a plain 
Bar of Iron, and the clearer Proſpect you get of 
it, the more Uglineſs and Deformity does it diſ- 
cover: Such an immenſe Difference and Diſpari- 
ty is there betwixt God's Works and ours! The 
Matter of which Flowers are form'd, is much- 
what the ſame with that of Plants; I ſhall there- 
fore confine my Obſervations to thoſe few Parti- 
culars which chiefly relate to the Bloom. And 
whilſt Nature, like a tender Parent, is training up 
this beautiful Offspring, in order to its future Ap- 
pearance in the World, how conſpicuous is her 
Care to ſecure it from the Injuries of inclement 
Weather, and to provide it a commodious warm 
Habitation? There is hardly any Lover of a 
Garden, but what has taken Notice of the 
Structure of a Carnation ; in which he mult have 
beheld, how artfully the green Husk is folded to- 
gether, to ſecure the lovely Treaſure that lies 
within; that this Husk, or outward Coat of the 
Calyx, is indented at the 'Top, for the better 
1255 D 2 Convenience 


28 The Perfections of GOD 


Convenience of keeping the Leaves cloſe, whilſt 
they are ripening in the Bud, and to ſupport 
them with greater Strength, and diſplay them 
to more Advantage, when fully blown. The 
Wiſdom of its Maker's Contrivance herein appears 
from this, that thoſe Flowers, which Nature has 
not ſo ſtrongly guarded, whoſe outward Parts are 
too weak to bear the numerous Leaves contain'd 
in them; theſe, I ſay, are apt to blow in a con- 
fuſed diſorderly Manner, and want ſome little 
Help from Art to ſhew them decently. Pliuy re- 
marks concerning ſome Sorts of Bloſſoms and 
Flowers, that they have a natural Faculty of 
opening and ſhutting, according as the warm or 
cold, good or bad Weather, accoſts them. How 
conſpicuous is the wiſe Author of their Being, 
that has given them a Capacity of folding them- 
ſelves cloſe, that they may not admit of ſo much 
Rain as wou'd ra. their tender Leaves; and of 
flinging themſelves wide open, to entertain the 
Sun' s gentle Rays, which warm and improve them! 
Iy we look into a well-furniſh'd Garden, when 
Tulips are in a flouriſhing Condition, what a ra- 
viſhing Sight, what a delightful Variety, does 
Nature preſent us with! When we conſider how 
many different Colours there are, and what Life 
and Sprightlineſs appears in them, we ſhall be apt 
to remember, and apply our Saviour's Aſſertion 
concerning the Lilies (which ſome Writers have 
interpreted to mean Tulips ) that even Solomon 
in all bis Glory was not array'd like one of theſe. 
There are a great many other Particulars relating 
to #/owers, which wpu'd afford an agreeable En- 
tertainment, had we Time to conſider them fully; 
as the very pleaſant Smell, ſo plentifully emitted 
by ſome of theſe Vegetables: There is alſo an ad- 


mirable ſweet Honey lodged in the Leaves of 8 * 
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ral Flowers, which affords a ſuitable Employment 
for the induſtrious Bee; and from whence the 
Children of Men, by their Aſſiſtance, ſuck no 
ſmall Advantage, But I ſhould conſider that I 
am preaching to Perſons much better skill'd in 
theſe Affairs than myſelf ; to Per ſous whoſe pro- 
per Buſineſs it is to examine into the Nature and 
Uſes of the vegetable Species; and therefore I 
ought not to be too forward in expoſing my own 
weak Sentiments, and indigeſted Notions concern» 
ing them. Inſtead, therefore, of making any fur- 
ther Remarks on 'Things ſo much out of my own 
Sphere, I ſhall beg Leave to offer qpe Argument 
of Cicero, as 1 find it in another Author, which 
will ſerve for a Concluſion to this Head. * Let 
an Atheiſt ſuppoſe, ſays he, that from the Be- 
e ginning of his Life he had been always ſhut up 
in the Cavern of a Mountain, in which he had 
© ſeen no other Lights than little Lamps, nor 
cc any other Colours than thoſe of diſagreeable 
© Rocks; and that he ſhou'd at laſt, through a 
© Crack in this Mountain, come to look up in- 
© to the open Air, and get a Sight of that Fre- 
« Ball the Sun, ſo full of Luſtre and Beauty, 
5 ſee it moving in the Heavens, and not only 
© enlightening and warming the whole viſible 
© Globe of Earth, but likewiſe rendering it fruit- 
« ful and capable of ſupporting Men and Beaſts ; 
and, beſides all this, ſhou'd ſee the lovely Green 
of Fields and Trees, and the charming Colours 
of ſuch a Number of different Flowers; cou'd 
he help being ſurprized and amazed, and for- 
bear thinking how unconceivably great and glo- 
& rious the CREATOR of all theſe Things muſt 
& be?” No; he wou'd be downright ſenſeleſs and 
ſtupid if he ſhou'd. And if the Being of a Gop 
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cou'd be deduced from a View of his Horks, in 
thoſe Days of Ignorance, how little is there to ſay 
in Defence of Atheiſm now, when there have been 
made ſo many curious Diſcoveries in the heaven- 
ly Bodies, and in our own ? A Man muſt have a 
ſtrange Caſt of Underſtanding that can reſiſt the 
Evidence in theſe diſcerning Ages. 

Havins now fully proved, that thoſe 
Works, which we call the Works of Nature, and 
which derive their Original from Go p, are wiſe- 
ly calculated to celebrate their Maker's Praiſe, it 
wou'd be no great Difficulty to ſhew, 

Secondly, "hr art the Saints, thoſe good Peo- 
ple, who love to contemplate Gop in theſe 
Horks, will be inclined to bleſs Him, and be 
thankful for them. 


For, indeed, no one, who has not loſt all 


Senſe of Gratitude, can deny Gop the ſmall Tri- 
bute of a thankful Heart, when he confiders what 
a plain Tendency all theſe Yorks have to promote 
Man's Happineſs and Advantage ; and to make 


his Paſſage through this World, eaſy and de- 


lightful to him. Man is the only viſible Being 
that has a Capacity of performing this delightful 
Duty ; and many People have argued, that the 
Characteriſtick of our Nature lies more in Reli- 
gion, than in Reaſon, For ſome Brutes have a 
ſtrong Inſtin&, that borders much upon Reaſon, 
but none of them have the leaſt Knowledge of, or 
Pretence to Religion. I ſay, Man alone, of all 
ſublunary Beings, has the Faculties of conſider- 
ing, and the Power of uttering his Maker's Praiſe : 


And even this Superiority. itſelf ſhou'd influence 


our Hearts, and actuate our Tongues, in the juſt 
Eulogies of our divine Benefattor., Now this, as 
far as I apprehend, is the chief Deſign of our pre- 
ſent Meeting; where every ingenious Artiſt my 
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who ſhall diſplay the curious Horks of Gon in 
the greateſt Perfection. And what a creditable, 
as well *as uſeful Employment, muſt this Art of 
Gardening be, that inveſtigates the Rarities of 
Nature, gives them all the Improvement they are 
capable of, and ſo tends to the Glory of G op, as 
well as the Pleaſure and Emolument of Men? 
Highly commendable, therefore, is your aſſem- 
bling together on this delightful Occaſion : You 
may innocently, very innocently, ſtrive to excel 
one another in this profitable Art: But then you 
muſt remember, that your Art itſelf is the Gif of 
God ; that all the Improvements you can make, 
are, in the Main, owing to Him, and that, there- 
fore, to Him principally, belongs the Praiſe. 
Don't envy your Brethren, who by their Induſtry 


.and Application have advanced their Skill in this 


uſeful Profeſſion ; but endeavour, by the ſame in- 
duſtrious Means, to become as ſerviceable as them. 
Let perfect Love and Harmony attend your Meet- 
ings; let there not be one jarring String in your 
whole Conſort, that nothing may be able to leſſen 
or impede that general Good, which your coming 
together, at this Juncture, ſeems to portend. 
AN yo laſtly, permit me to offer one Jord of 
Advice, in which all my Hearers are equally con- 
cern'd. By ſearching into the Works of Nature, 
you plainly diſcern that the Author thereof is a 


* Being infinitely Wiſe, infinitely Powerful, and 


alſo of infinite and immeaſurable Love and Good- 
neſs to all Mankind. And think then, how much 
it concerns us all to approve ourſelves to Him, 
and to ſecure his Favour. He has given us im- 
mortal Souls, qualified to behold Him in his Forks 
of Creation and Providence here, qualified to en- 
Joy Him more completely hereafter. And in the 
Poſſeſſion of Him, we ſhall have every thing elſe 


that 
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that is lovely and worth deſiring. We ſhall be 
bleſs'd with the raviſhing Society of the undi- 
vided TRTN IT, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; 
With the Communion and Fellowſhip of all the 
Saints, all eminent good Men, that ever have 
lived, or ever ſhall live in the World : We ſhall 
enjoy theſe; I ſay, not for a Time only, but to all 


_ Erernity. Let us then chearfully betake ourſelves - 
to our reſpective Duties: Let us perform ſuch 


Things as Gop has required of us: Let us do 
jaſtly, love Mercy, and walk bumbly with Him; 
then ſhall we be entitled to his preſent Favours 
and Bleſſings, and have a certain Portion in thoſe 


Manſions of unſpeakable Joy, where he inceſſant- 


ly diſplays his more refulgent Glory, To which 
very deſirable Happineſs, may He, of his good 
Pleafure, in his own 'Time, bring us all, for the 
Sake of his dear Son eſus Chriſt. Amen. 
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